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ladies,  and  Thunyaw  Island,  where  large fairs  are
held,   and   immense   numbers   of   delicately   shaped
white pagodas stand out amongst the general greenery.
The lower Defile, seven and a half miles long, was
entered at daybreak, and here the hills rise straight
from the river's  edge, which in one place narrows
from 700 to 250 yards across.    The entrance to the
Defile, with a little golden pagoda built some way
up  a tremendous  precipice,  is  particularly striking.
At Bhamo, which, it is interesting to know, held in
the latter part of the eighteenth century an English
factory, of which the brick ruins in old Bhamo, near
the Taping river, are still pointed out, he found he
was in time to join in with Captain L. of the Military
Police Battalion,  who  was  going  out  seventy miles
east on to the Chinese border to locate a new out-
post.    His company of Sikhs had gone ahead a few
days, so we followed, riding thirteen miles to Mansi
at the foot of the hills, and thence seventeen miles
up  hill,  along  a vile road  through dense forest to
Warraboon at the top of the range.    The rains were
just over, and traders  were  beginning to trek down
to Bhamo from China and the Shan States, and the
road every now and then would be blocked by droves
of Shan cattle or Panthay mules with their loads of
merchandise carried on peculiar-shaped pack saddles
which are not fastened on to the animals as ours would
be,  but  keep  position  by  balance.    The  loads  are
very easily and quickly lifted on and off, and no sore
backs were noticed.    The  leading animals in these
droves had most musical bells attached to their head-
gear, which echoed through the forest and along the
hill sides in a most attractive manner.    Down below